BOILING DOWN THE PIGS

furnace, I leveled the fire, I dished the cinders
in to thicken the heat, and I watched the
cobbles. During the melting of the pig-iron
the furnace had to be kept as hot as coal
could make it

Before the use of coal was discovered, the
ancient iron makers used charcoal. So iron
could only be made where there were forests
to give fuel. Even as late as 1840 the iron
smelters in Pennsylvania were using wood in
their furnaces. Our forefathers did not know
that coal would burn. And yet here lay the
coal, the ore and the limestone side by side,
which meant that Pittsburgh was to be the
iron capital of the world. But Americans will
not long sleep in the presence of such an
opportunity. Other races wiU. The Chinese
have slumbered for five thousand years
above a treasure trove of oil, coal and iron.
They never discovered its uses. Instead of
oil they lit themselves to bed with mutton
tallow. Instead of burning coal they put on
two pairs of pants when winter came. In
place of steel plows drawn by oil-burning
tractors they scratched the ground with a
wooden stick, and when the crop failed they
starved to death by millions, Witt our steel
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